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\ EVEREND SI 2 > 9 
IA VING, wich great Pleaſure, read your excel- 
f tent Sermons, entituled, The Beauty of Holmeſs #8# | 
de Commou-Prayer ;, I think it my Duty in this | 
FI publick Manner to return you my Thanks for 
* ſtanding up in the Defence 4. Excellent 
5 Liturgy, at 2 Tune when it is oppoſed and run 
n with the greateſt Contempt and Vehemency. This, indeed, 
hat has been too long, and too often done by the profelt 
rerfaries of our Church, Pafiſts and ISR 6g But jt is ar 
happineſs that we live at a Time when the ſame ar 2 
poſition is made to it by thoſe why provels to be our Friends 
bd whom ue have wall d unto the Honſe of God in Comp: 
y, who eat of the Church's Bread, and are ſupperted 
Bounty. Evenſome of theſe have riſen up to per vez 
, and in direct Coutradiction to their own m plemy 
to Condemn the Worſhip of our Church, which <7 have 
en profeſs'd ro Approve. Our Laws have very jul 5 
ed that Our Liturgy is agreable to the Mord of God, and Uſage 
be Primitive Church ; and our Clergy have acknowledged b 
r Subſcriptions, That the Bo of Common- Prayer 
meth in it nothing e Word of God. Would ar 
now 22 that any who officiate in this Church ſhoul 
repreſent this Liturgy as * Compos'd to pleaſe the Fencies of 
the 


ellifts, o 7 ign Prebyterian Reformers, and to ſati 
ioſity / Miſtakers: Nay, that the R 
ich even our Diſſenters have been us d to Magnify as che 
perfect and ſolemn Part of our Publick Worſhip) is io 
erfect that both the Prigts and Lazy in Communion wick 
Church mult + ſupply its Defects, as well as they can, by 
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Dr. Brett's Nudes ich, p. 56. 
The Unbloody Sacrifice, &c. by John 
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„ne. private feilen Devotion, Thus Unhappy ie 
Excellent Church to be wounded, even in the Houle of} 
Feet Friends; and that they who eat of Her Bread 
x" . Her. In ſuch Times and Circumſtang 
| when the Faithful Clergy and Laity of our Communion y 
© "refuſe to run to theſe Exceſſes, are noted and expoſed as} 
Bethe and - Low-Churth-mey; Eraſtiu and Latitudinariaw, 
* ſeems a very neceſſary and becoming Zeal to vindicate and 
commend. the Publick, Service of our Liturgy and Common-Prayn 
And to ſhew, as you have excellently well done, that for alli 
- Outcries of our miſtaken Zealotsagainſt our Liturgy, as a 
miriam, or Presbyterian Changeling, and 9 5 teratian of the 
Engl Litwyyfor the worſe: Yet as our Laws very juſtly aff 
Our preſent Liturgy is alter d for the more perfeftion of | 
Common Service, and to make the {ame Prayer and Faſſi 
” © of Service, more earneſt and fit to ſtjr Chriſtian People to 
| « truchonouring of Almighty God. [Stat. 5, 6, da. VI. 
To firetch our Liturgy beyond its Line is indeed as much 
deprave. it, as not to give it its due Value and Praiſe: 
therefore to keep exactly to it, without either riſing ab 
it or not acting according to it, js what every faithful M 
ber of this Church ought fincercly to labour for. It ſes 
to he with this good Deſign that your Sermons are compol: 
But as Humanum ęſt errare, and that Great Men are not ala 
without Miſtake, give me leave to ſhew you ſome Particul 
in which you ſeem to me not to have kept ſo cloſe to the l 
- trine recciv'd in the Church of England, and to have miſti 
the Intention of the great Compilers of our publick Offic 
I. p. 4. You fay, That in the Chriſtian Church are appointed Biſ 
E Proc 5 ** Deacons - — and tha tr Kall faire Bower 9 
| E tial to the Chriſtian Church, Nay, * That you firmly belic 
that the Orders of Biſbops, Prieſts and Deacons have bt 
. (=> by Chriſt hiralelf,” altho ir is plain from the 
cred Hiſtory, the Order of Deacons was not ſo much as thou! 
of till Tome time after our Saviour's Death, and Aſcenf 
p.172. You tell us that in this Eſtabliſnment all other Prozef 
| Churches are dleſicient. Now here I conceive you are miſtak 
For, 1. It never was a Doctrine receiv'd in the Church of 
' land, That the Lecleſiaſtical Goyernment by Biſhops, Pri 
and Deacons, is eſſential to a Chriſtian Church, 2. It i 
miſtake that all other Proteſtant Churches beſides Our 
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lud, That the Ecclefiaſtical Government by Biſbops, 3 
1 Ws and Deacons is eſſential to a Chriſtian Church. Thau 
Declaration was ever made in any publick or authentick 2 
of the Church, is, I think, very plain: fo far from i 


che Church has rather declared it ſelf on the other ſide 
ny, en thoſe Foreign Reformed Churches which © 

e of - theſe three Orders to be notwithſtanding trpze 2 
Iyer ches. Now this it is Notorious our Church has done over | | | 


it one of th 


over again, in Her Convocations, in Her publick Prayers, 
in the Writings of Her faithſul and uncorrupted Paſtors 
g Leave particularly to ſhew- you this, hecauſe, as you 


Ll 


would tain perſuade the World, That the Doctrine of 
he Council of Trent and the Popiſh Writers, viz. That 


e Chriſtians who have not Biſhops have no true'Ubriſtian 
ſhip or yalid Sacraments, but are at moſt only Catechys 


by halves, Now, in the 


; iſt Place, Our Church declares, * That itis evident unta 3 
ol Men, diligently reading the Holy Scriptures, and ancienn 
lWthors, that from the Apoſtles Time there: hath been theſe 


ders of Miniſters in Chriſt's Church, B, Bobs, Prieſts, and 
(ron. Now the Queſtion here ſeems to he what the Church 


It never was a Doctrine taught or receiv'd by the Church 
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t know; ſome New. Diſciplinarians lately riſen up ang gk 

t f 
rch of England is, in this particular, the ſame with thavs ' 
ſcopacy is neceſſary to the Being of a Church; ſo that 


; and that they who think otherwiſe maintain Epiſcopacỹ 


ſtierſtands by the Word Order. The Divines of that Age its 
fie ſure by Order underſtood the ſame as by Degree: They di- 


puiſh'd betwixt the Miniſterial Power and the Power of Ju- 
Hon, and the Power of Order: For thus ſaith Gerhard, 


t the Mmiſterial Power conſiſting in Preaching the Word, 
hd the Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, and the Power of Ju+ 
diftion copfiſting in the Ule of the Keys, does equally be- 
oung to all Miniſters ; ſo that the Word preached, the Sa» 
aments that are adminiſtred, and the Abſolution which is 
onounced by him who is lawfully call'd to the Miniſtry 
ta the Church, altho' he be plac'd in the loweſt Order or 


f Ferce of the Miniſtry, are as valid and efficacious as if they 
rie preached, adminiſtred and pronounced enn Pro» 
It Met or Apoſtle.” Hadrianus Sara via ſeems to of the ſame 
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Wtho' there be divers Orders in the Eccleſiaſtical Miniſtry, 


hurch there is hut One Prieſt- | 
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| 160 4 is in every thin as a the Bae but 
* equality of the ago not hinder an inequ 
e the Guvernment, and that it ought not to be; 
| es in Humane Conſtitution when a Miniſter of the Gy 
28 . Miniſter, and a Paſtor a Paſtor: pong + Gerba 
That this diverſity of Degrees or Orders in the _— 
ends on a Divine Law, dependet a jure divino, as it is neceſ 
>the good Order and Peace of the Church that there 0 
3 de ſome diſtinct Degrees 
The Jeſuits indeed have advancd aches: Notion of 
Word Order, vir. That it is a Sacrament by which, * 
fate, particular Gifts and Miniſtrys are conferred : 
 #ordingly Turrian aſſerts, That there is one Sacramen 
the Ortination of a Biſtop, another in the Ordinatia 
e Presbyter, and another in the Ordination of a Des 
Accordingly he contends, That the whole plenitude of 
* " Gacramennt is not it one Order, to wit, of Prieſthood, but x7 
N i to be aſcribed to the chief or ptincipal Part of the PH 1 
Dod, principaru; Sueerdoty, i, e. to the Epiſcopal Order. WP, 
{Rar that theſe were not the Sentiments of our Enghih 
vines might eafily be ſhewn from abundance of Infſtancaifi 7 
all at preſent only mention Dr. Fell, whoſe Five Books of i © 
Church were publhiſh'd 1628, by the Care of Arch Biſhop T4 
ow > in the Third Book of that Work, thus deliver 
ion, The Apoſtles of Chriſt and their Succeſſors w 
*they ieee the Churches, ſo divided the People of 
q b converted by their Miniſtry, into particular Churches, t 
rach City - the Places near adjoining did make but 
id „ borch. Now becauſe the Unity and Peace of my fol; 
* Tag Church of God, and Flock of His Sheep, gel kay 
s' the Unity of the Paſtor, and yet the Neceſſities cen p 
Duties that are to be performed i in Churches of fo tg 
tent, require more Eccleſiaſtical Miniſters than one; 
# fore though there be many Presbyters, that is, many Fat ” 
*ly Guides of one Church, yet is there one among 
| [7 2 hat is fpeclally Paſtor of the Place, who for Difin&ton 
is named a BI to whom an eminent an $ P. | 
is given for Me wviling of Schiſms and FaAtions, and the 
5 reſt are hut his Aſſiſtants and Coadjutors, and named by 
"26408 Name of 3 8⁰ that in the | | 
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thin bi elf, che _ give Phe: n E 45 | 
e, or when being needeth Ailiftance, they may 
nothing without be Conſent and Liking, Yea, ' far for 
ler's as 3 is he preferred before the reſt, * lome Thi 4 
ſpecially ns to him only, as the Ordaining of ſuch 7 
Would aſſiſt him in the Work of his Miniftry, y, the . 
*. x of Penitents, Confirmation of ſuch as were Baptized by | * 
poſition of Hands; Dedication of Churches, and 3 
"From hence the Doctor concludes, That the Power , 
laſtical Order [meaning by the Power of Order, th 
; that Dr. Gerhard does b may the Power of the Miniſtry} is e- 
and the ſame in all theſe whom a l presbyters; a 
only for Order's fake, and the preſervation Peace and. | 
„there is a Limitation of the Uſe and Exerciſe of the 
Jo as that only ent in a Church has the Plenitude of 
Power reſerved o him. And this ſeems agreeable to the 
ions of the Primitive Chriſtians by whom Fresbyters 1 were 
| thoſe 1 ſecond Throne or Scat. 5 
this, You may, I preſume, ſee that the Queſtion 
der Bibops and Prieſts are bf the ſame Order, is like man 
ions, only a Strife about Words ; fince if by the Pau 
2 be meant Superiority, Prominence, Autbority, it it is certaim 
are not of the ſame Order. If by Order be meant the Mine- 
Forer, or a Power to intermeddle with Thy 2 
e Service of God, and to perform eminent Acts 3 
cy, tending to the — of the eternal of thr 
of Men, it is 4. 6k bot rs. Presbyters have thisPower. 
is, I know, pre — 4 That Biſhops ſucceed in 
oom of the Apoſtles, and that by them the ſame Form of. 


—+»& « 


— To > 


222 -- 


4. & 


practiſed * Apoſtles i in tbeir Life-time : So * Hadri- 
Saravia, who ſeems to intirnate that every Biſhop ſucceeds 
611 the Chair of St. Peter and St. Paul. ¶ Bellarmine aſſerts, 
only the Pope ſucoeeds tothe Apo Aleſhip, as the Apoſtles. 
the Heads, the Rectors and Paſtors of the Catholick 
reh: But the Jeſuit || Twriams tells us, That the proper 
ſors of the Apoliles are the Patriarchs or Primates, and after 
the A.Biſbeps of provincial Dioceſſes orMetropolitans: and 
the Biſhops of lefler Dioceſſes ſucceed the Prophets. {By 

V. Was or a Buccefſion of ſuch Governours of 
7 28 — Ke, © 16. F Dep. dale, lib. 3 7. © 12. 
Pe H; erevebicis Ordinati, lib. 1. e. 7. (35, * 
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olical Government is Rill kept up in the Church which 1 
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© the Church as the tler were, a t ret and per 
Command or — of God, onewould think there; 
not be ſuch Diverſities of Opinions about it. ] It ſeems i 
little better than raving to afcert, That the Apoſtolical ( 
2s ſuch is ſtill continued in the Church: Since nothin 
> well be more evident than that there were many Things i 
- "Office proper and peculiar to the Apoſtles themſelve, 
which therefore ceaſed with them: But if the Apoſtleſhi 
conſidered as aMiniſtry of teaching theGoſpel,and admini 
the Sacraments, together with the Power of the Keys; 
an Overſeeing or Infpection not only of the Lord's Floc 
alſo of the Presbyters belonging to it; it is very certain 
nv ot only Biſhops, but all Paſtors and Teachers may be { 
E ſucceed the Apoſtles : Since though inferior Paftors do 
| ſucceed them in the Overſight and Government of the Ch 
| they ſucceed them in the Miniſtration of the Word and 
- -eraments, and the Diſcipline of Chriſt: So that nothing 
© - |: le to be infer'd from hence that can with any ſh 
| ent prove that Biſhops are ſo diſtinguiſhed from Pr 
ters as the Apoſtles were from the other Diſciples, or fra 
Paſtors and Feackers of the Church; fince as to thoſe I. 


which were peculiar to the Apoſtles they are not ſucceed 


them by the Biſops or any one elſe. Our Church then 
very wiſely contents Her elf with declarin * That fron 
© Apoſtles Time there have been theſe Orders of Miniſte 
„ Chrift's Church, Biſbops, Prieſts and Deacons; without i! 
leaſt determining that by Orders it means a Sacrament by: 
-.2 Character is imprinted, or ſuch Gifts or Powers convey 
are neceflary for the particular Miniſtry to which a Man is 
daind; but rather that by the 4foſtles lzſtitution, and not b 
or (uſtom (as ſome of the Papiſts have aſſerted) there are 
Three Ranks, Orders or Degrees of Miniſters in Cbriſt's 0 
.. Farther, I defire, Sir, to obſerve, That Our Church only ſay 
theſe Or ders of Mmifters have been in Chriſt's Church from the 4 
Tin. es, which is certainly true: But it does not affirm that from 
Time theſe three Orders have been in every Particular diftrif, orf 
tbe Catbolick Church : No, the learned and wiſe Compilers of onr Li 
Dew better than to affirm at this Rate. Ir is but to read the Scripture 
10 be ſatisfyed that in ſome particular Churches there were only Biſhi 
Deacons, in others, Biſhops and Presbyters, withont any Deacons ; « 
others, neither Biſhops, Prieſts or Deacons, but their Religious ( 
were performed only 3 the Inſpefion of an 4 
ö ſent, „ V 
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h, Our Church declares, * That * the Book H Con- 
tion of 4rcb-Bifbops and Biſhops, and of ordering of Prieſts I 
Deacons, ſet forth in the Time ot Eduard the Sixth, —— 3 

contain all things neceſſary to ſuch Conſecration and 
lering. And that the f Book of Ordering of Biſhops, Prieſts 

Deacons containeth in it nothing contrary to the Word of. 
d.“ Now, here we are to conſider, or take a view of this. 


Conſecrating or Ordering of Biſbops, exc. This Book is 
ad by Biſhop Sparrow in his Collection, exc, And whoever 
i uy peruſes it, will, I believe, conclude that the differ- 


which the Church makes betwixt the Order of Epiſcopacy 
e Order of Prieſthood is only in point of e of De- 
or Regiment and Authority. For that in the Ordering of 
we find thoſe Places of Scripture are appointed to be 
or the Epiſtles and Goſpels, which relate to the plenitude 
2 Minjſterial Power as conterr'd on the Apoſtles, and the 
ding Paſtors of the Church. Whereas in the Form of- 
crating an Arch-Biſbop or Biſhop, only thoſe Scriptures are 
or the Epiſtle and Goſpel which relate to the Ruling or 
ing of the Church of God: which ſeems to intimate that 
he Power of preaching the Word, adminiſtring the Sa- 
nts, and the Uſe of the Keys, Presbyters have by their 
ation the ſame Authority as B:/aops : Only that for the 
pf Peace, and Unity and Order, Presbyters are in the ex- 
of this Authority to be under the Bi hops, and ſubmit to 
irections. Or to uſe the Words of Hadrianus Saravia 
mvis unum e idem Evangelij miniſterium fit omnibus paſtori- 
ccleſiæ concreditum ——— T, ac Chriſti baptiſmus nus 
dem fit a quocunque miniſtretur, five ab Apoſtolo, five ab infi- 
dings. Presbytero : = —— tamen bona regiminis forma non 
ium equalem 77 aut horitatem in gubernatione patitur. 
rom hence our Divines have thus argued againſt the Papiſts. 
he Power of the Miniſtry be the ſame in Kf Presbyters, and 
they be limited in the Execution of it, only for Order- 
, ſo that in caſe of Neceſſity, every of them may Bap- 
, and Confirm them whom they have baptized, Abſolve 
Reconcile Penitents ; and do all thoſe other Acts, which 
larly are appropria e unto the Biſbob alone; there is no 
on to be given but that inCaſe of Neceſſity, wherein all 
bops were extinguiſhed by Death, or being fallen into He. 
# „ B 1 "> 
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1 but that Precbyters as they may do all other 
© «whatſoever ſpecial challenge Bibops in ordinary. Courſe: 
E 6: unto them, might do this alſo. * ie ee, 
According to theſe Principles have our Convocations 
che Proteſtants abroad, who have no Epiſcopal Gover 
| among them, The Profeſſors of Gods Holy Goſpel and true Re 
© In the ſame Strain were our publick and ſolem Devoy 
| That God would: ftreugth:n the Hands and encourage the He 
His Servants in febting His Battles, F and Defending the A L v 
that are in all the RE FoR MED CHURcHEs. To the 
purpoſe were the Writings of our Church Divmes, inſomy 
that I never {aw one of the contrary Opinion; That || a Ch 
EF © which hath a doubtful Clergy by Irregularities of Ordin 
if She contend for that Faith which was once deliver 
| © the Saints, and cannot avoid thoſe Irregularities thr 
not a pretended, or contrated, but a real neceſſity, is a tre 
d (fuchan Irregularity not abſolutely and totally Unchun 
Her) of the True Catholick Church: True but e, 
| - © compleat becauſe it wants that which is required to the In 
Land Perfection of a Church; yet True becauſe it has all I 
_ © effential to a Church. 18 5 
I know very well that it has lately been inſinuated by * 
of "thoſe who have condemned the Church of England 
FSebiſmaticul Church, that Our Divines and the Foreign Protel 
Have always diſagreed in the [mmutability of Epiſcopal Ga 
ment; Our Divines contending that it may not on any ne 
ty whatſoever be altered. To prove this, Biſhop Dor 
is quoted, but with what ſincerity judge you by the ful 
ing Paſlages taken from the Defence of bis Sermon, ccc. ed, 1 
[;4. c. 4. P. 102. In the Church of every. Country, thatt 
& ſhould be a Power of Eccleſiaſtical Government to bee 
© ciſed, and an Order or Eutaxy, it is the perpetual and i 
table Ordinance of God. But whether the ſw: 
Spiritual Authority ſhould be in one alone of every Chu 
© or in more, it ſeems not to be fo efintial. 80 p. 104. Ide 
deny but that where the Government by Biſhops cann 


——— ͤ I 2 - - — 
E Dr. Field of the Church, Lib. III. o. 39. T Vid. 5 Eliz. 
= 13 Eliz. c. 26* 29 Eliz. c. 7. 4A Form of Prayer for the Þ 
__ 72 His Majeſty and His Realms, and allRefermed Charcbes. 
| NM hs Origo proteſtantium, 167 7. p. 72. : 
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d, another Form may be uſed.” Is this, think you, to aſſert 
cr ¶ Nit Epiſcopal Government is immutable? No, Sir, whatever 
Writer may take the liberty to aſſert, it is very certain, 
our Divines never did aſſert the abſolute immutability of 
ns W-opacy. By Jure Divino they never meant or underſtood, i 
eric the Great Mr. Maſon's Words, A Law and Command- 
Rent of God, binding all Chriſtian Churches, univerſally, 
vol petually, unchangeably, and with ſuch an abſolute Nec » 
it no other Form of Regiment may in any caſe be admitted. 
- WS rigid Opinion is but of Yeſterday among us, and ſeems 
the ve taken its riſe from the Oppoſition made by our Presbyte- 4 
mito our Church Eftabliſhment. Mr. Mede-obſery'd in his 
„That the Members of this Church, aliorum temeritac, 
ling: malitia, were jealous of ſuch as ſhewed themſelves in 
ver is Eceleſias proniores, favourable towards the Foreign Rei- 
ed Churches, and har this D;/pofttion in our Chyereb was of © 
trurcreaſed. How would that excellent Man have thought © 
wuicreaſed had he liv'd at this Time; when only to alert 4 
a Truth of thoſe Churches, the Validity of their Ordina- 
and Sacraments is enough to make a Man accuſed for a 
Brother? A Note which you know, Sir, where it ĩs epte 2 
is never to be deleted; or to uſe Mr. Mede's Words, au 
ea maculetur, oreano eluenda. But this, with that Great 7 
„I fear, is one of the Stratagems of Satan to hinder that 
teh Work which has been ſo often deſired and attempted bj 
50 Great and Good Men, Tbe Ux Tron ef the retgſtaut 
naebes. Not that T intend by this to excuſe the Behaviour 
0:Frinciples of many of our Difſenters. I can ſay with Mr. 
, I durft almoſt _ that the Alienation which appears in rt 
b, of late prev the reft of the Reformed, hath 323 3 
vm ſuch Intemperancy and Indiſcretion as ſom of them 
c lf ſhewnin their Diſcourſe and Writi nge. 
hus, Sir, I have very faithfully repreſented to you the 
wie of our Church concerning Epiſcopacy's being a diſtindk 
r, and the neceſſity of it to = Church. And if 1 can 
col judge of it by Her publick Acts, and the general Tenor 
ne Writings of Her moſt judicious Divines, it was neue 
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, have lately affirmed, That the Government of the Church 
iſhops, is a perpetual and unalterable Divine Inſtitution ; That 
eunded in the Perſon and Office of the Meſſias, and is s 

ment amd eſſential to Chriſtianity as a SOCIETY, ar#be } 
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"Articles of Faith ære to it as a dect. On the contrary, by. 
E Thave'obſerved from the Book of Ordering Hiſbops, ey 
forth in the Time of Edward VI. which the Church dy 
this Day declare, contains all Things neceſſary to. ſuch( 
E cration and Ordering: It plainly appears that tho” our Cl 
E - holds that the Office of Prieſthood is founded on the! 
and Office of the Meſſas; yet that the Epiſcopate is only 
confidered as a Superiour Degree, or diſtinguiſhed fron 
E "Presbyters by its Dignity and Authority. It was indeet 
Lord who gave Paſtors and Teachers to the Church as af 
ing and ſettled Miniſtry ; but He has no where, that I kn 
declared or appointed that any one of theſe Paſtors and] 
ers ſhuuld be, as He was, the Head over all Things to His ( 
but only His Apoſtles thought it uſeful to appoint in part 
© -Diſtrias ſome one Paſtor to preſide over the others, fe 
& Take of Peace, Unity and Order. Now. I humbly co 
ngo not at all contradict my Subſcriptions and Declar: 
only believe that from the Apoſtles Time there hay, 
E -theſe(three Orders of Biſbaps, Priefts and Deacons, withoi 
> - slieving:that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt was the Firſt Biſhop, 

Conſecrated .the Iwelve Apoſtles to ſucceed Him it 
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I l and ordained the 70 to be Presbyters, and tl 
2 Miniſtrations in the Chriſtian Church are invalid and 


F eſlect that are not performed by Vertue of a Power from 
eius thus conveyed: by ſucceſſive Conſecrations to this 
Since I cannot ſind any ſuch. Declaration in any of the p 
Acts of Our Church, nor indeed any where elſe but in the 

ugs of ſome late angry and re vengeful Men, who becauſe 
1 8 have their Wills, are therefore for turning 
unn fem tome to make another Miſtake in affirming, 
| the Order of Deacons is eſſential to a Church, for if the 
1 Qhriſtian Church before there was any ſuch Order as t 
uuns inſtituted, then, it ſeems to me, there may be a Cl 
asitbont that Order 3 and conſequently the Order of Da 
t ejevrinl to or of the Being of a Church. Now, if! 
eeliere my New Teftament, : Alls 2. 47. there was a Chi 
EP Church ſometime:before.the Apoſtles appointed ſuch 
Dau; for thus St. Lale expreſly-fays; The Lord add. 
Church ſaeh t ſhould be ſaved. Was this Church now to 
= theſe were added 2 true Chriſtian Church or not? If 
nu is then plain that Deacon are not eſſentlal th a Ch 
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5 -% Gnce — was a true Chriſtian Church before there | 
any ſuch Order as that ot Deacons in Being. * I might, if 
dn 4, carry this Matter farther, and ſhew you, that ST 3 
e Account which we have in the Holy Scriptures, and the 
olical Conſtitutions of the Deacons Office, we. ——_ r 
ch little more than barely the Name of it. But, > I 


You miſtake i in faying, That all cher Proreſtane Churches | 
yithout this Government, or have not Biſbops, Prieſts and 
ms. To ſhew you this, I'll only give you the Words. of | F 
very Great Man Dr. John 3 Wrrfellor of Divinity in 3 
„who thus ſpeaks i in 2 Name * the German Protgtantꝭ. 3 
los Ar . & dracariay tollantium ordinem ex 3 
cleſuaſtico vehementer improbamus, cum fit Fons Aiſcordiæ & a 1 f 
mali, retinemus autem in naſtris Eecleſis, & retinemdum e 
ſumus ordinem inter Miniſtros, ut alij ſint Epiſcopi, all * 13 
teri, alij Diaconi.“ We very muck diſapprove ,the:Anar- 
and Sedition of thoſe who take away all Order, from . 
iſtry Eccleſiaſtical, fince the ſo doing is the Fountajn-: of | 
ord and of all manner of Miſchief : We therefore. retain 
ur Churches, and think it ought to be e 
ng Miniſters, That ſome be Biſhops, others Proves; and. 
rs of them Deacons. - 3 
28. You ſay, That the Frieſt ſtanding | up, doth in the 

ame and by Ts Commuſſion of God pronounce the- 

„; which x rightly underſtood, believed. and embraced 3 

e Confeding Penitent ought to be of like Com fort ta him, 
that 27475 of. Chriſt was to the Man fick of. the 
llfic ; Be of good Chear, thy Sins are forgives thee,” This its, 

nfeſs, what I don't — = 6} I know very well that 
n AEM "re: the Lame, : 7 106 a6the Son of Man 

1 5 _ — « F 

| By be | hatin Epiſtle 2 to the 8 one 1 be ta to 

„ That at that tune, that Church bad only the two Orders of Bi- 

$ aud Deacons in it; and yet, I preſume, it will net be denied 
A Chriſtians at Philippi were a true Church. It bas lr 
he very probable by learned and tho ughtſul Men, That the Co6- | 
dians in the Apoſtles Time bad —— Biſhop or: Presbyters 

p them, but — all their Offices were. performed by Prophets, 
era Order from either of them... aud Her the Mc 
for all. thx a true Church. | 
| Loci Communes. Tom. XI. . 119577 e. 1. 24. 46757. 


— e 1 was Sick TE: the Pi 
eu bon, faith he, Thar the Son of Man bath power 
=? wit: Sns: Even ſo he hath transferred the ſame Power 
3 Ef which Priefts he hath" ſent, as the Father ſent 


A — 143 .] But tome it ſeems very 
* [= — rey to the Man fick of the P. 


— are forgiven thee, was attended with an immediate I 
ehimlelf aflures us, That it is indeed the fame thing to 
| => Sins are forgive thee, and-to ſay ariſe and wall. Ani 
| zoordingly the Hiſtory tells us, That no ſooner were the N 
— Saviour's Mouth, but the Man was cured. A 
| It's very plain, That this Man's 3 his Sin 
t cure of his Diſtemper was effected by this our Lord“ 
Ahration: So that without our Lords declaring that his 
3 k Were forgiven him, or bidding him ariſe and walk, he 
unt been cured of his Palſie. Apply this now to the Sen 
E oe; and ſee whether or no the Caſes be the ſame. 
urch ef Rome indeed teaches, That thoſe Words, I Ab 
3 — ew that Remiſſion of Sins is effeficd by the Gera 
aue? But is this any where the Doctrine of the Churd 
—_—— No, it is plain it is not. In the Order for the Viſt 
1 this Form of Abſolution is ordered to be ul 
Fc. r- thee from all thy Sins: But that God's Pardon is not 
e Bft of this Abſolution is very plain from the follo 
PTrayerthat is appointed to be uſed immediately after the? 
CT abſolved _ Sick Perſon: In this Prayer the | 
> 4 Fw Eye of Mercy upon this thy Seer who 
. defives  parde and forgiveneſs.; and again, confrder hi 
_ arition, accept bis Tears, —— impute not unto bim bis former | 
No are not cheſe Prayers plain intimations that for all 
Saverdoral Abſoknion juſt now received; God's Pardon and! 
| gr is yet to be ſought for, and He is earneſtly to be p 
ed to nor to e umto him his former Sins? Ox in a 
Words, That a Remiffion of his Sins, foro interno, is not eff 
ed by the Means of the prigſtiy Abſolution: You'll perhaps 
then, Tv what purpoſe is the b/olurion ordered to be uſt 
ur Church? Why, as take it, to aſſure thoſe who are 
Fenitent of their aving the Peace of the Church, and 
he Prieſt may exerciſe his Office of Interceſſor, and by his 
| 4liation beg the Pardon of God to be applied to the Sint 
| Cunſcience: - The Prieſt does not exerciſe any direct Autho 
n this Caſe, it is os Slane who tobe Sin and does 
rr Wenn 
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then he performs the part of a Judge in Commiſfian from 


- his abſolving the Penitefit or reſtoring him to the Peace 


e Church, and to outward viſible Communion is an * 


happens, IT Rat they who are thus reſtored to the Peacs 


being made with God, and their being reſtored to his 
ur. And that therefore the Abſolatian pronoun to 


cannot be ef lie Cong 0 clar 
in g was to the Man ſic bf the Palſi e. 
30. Marginal Note. You ſay, In the third Caſe in the 
is Witation of the Sick There the Form is in its fỹ 


ewgth and abſolute, the Prieſt being ordered for thè © 
t of the Sick Perſon in that hour of Diſtreſs to ſpeak in 


-- 


by the manner of your __— your ſelf one is led 


ion Services are weak and incomplete; a Suppoſition that is 
ly inconſiſtent with your Doctrine of the Beauty of Holineſi 
Common-Prayer, which cannot admit of any- of its 
poſition being not in its full Strengtb. The LXXH render 
Text, Worſpip the Lord in His Holy Courts, and our Franſla⸗ 
of the Great Bible, 1540. Worſpip the Lord with Holy Ho- 
But is it not a profaning of theſe Holy Things to wg 
hing that is lame and torn or weak and imperfect ? Buy 
you carefully perufed an excellent Book, entituled, The 
tial Diſcipline of the Primitive Church, c. printed 1724: 
have obſerv'd that both theſe Forms of Abſolutiom ave 
y in their full Strength, ſince the Ancient Forms of - Abſols« 
an all in the way of Interceſſion; and the Indicative and 
ptory way of Abſolving is not much above 500 Years old: 
ondly, Lou · ſeem to intimate, That the Prieſt is ordered ti 
ve every ſick Perfon for his Comfort in that hour of Di- 
but let any Man confider the ſeveral Alterations made 
time to time in the Rubrick before this Form of Abſolation 
e Order for viſiting the Sick, and he will, I fancy, con- 
„That as this Form was firſt retained on Account of the 
el of Mens Hearts, and their not being able to bear a 


Removal of it, (which was the Reaſön Luther gave for 


; Wctaining the Elevation of the Bread and Wine in the Ey- 
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rum externum indeed or the outward Regiment; ot n ; 1 
burch the Prieſt may be ſaid to effect what he deri, 


ve, judicial Act. But ſtill it's poſſible, and I fear it tos 
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ommunion of the Church, have no aſſurance of thin 
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own Perfon.'=—- Give me leave here to obſerve to you, - 


ink that the Forms of Abſolution in the Daily and Com! | 
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ac Church never * intended. to — 4 the Sick 
to the Prieſt and having his Abſolution, n« 


Fee tochis: Forgivenefs. In the arg Liturgy of. K. Ed 


Wiz. he Rubrick is thus: worded, - After 
e Prigſt - foall abſolve bam after this Form: and the 
Fun of EO A be uſed in all ne Mons. But 
iris to be obſerved, That theſe private Caifeſſions were 

required as nere * either before the Communion, or in| 
—— In the N of 1552, 1559, 1604, 1 
de Nabel is th us alter d Tbe Pricft ſpall 2 
bo enithig fort, But in 166T it wasg rd ſo as to ſtand th 
The Prigi bl. abſolve bim (if be bu ly and bea#tily deſireth i 
ter this ſort. By Ey hk laſt . it is {till made more g 
Feuer, Abſolution is not, in our Chiffches Judgr 

Ery to the Forgiveneſs of the Penitent ; finceit it we 
the Priel ought.to give. it to the 6ickPenitent whether he dt 


it or no. 
1 But whoever ani Manuale ad 8 inſignis E Eccleſie 


BY 1554. from whoſe Ordo ad viſi randum infirmum, the 


Xr viſiting the Sick in our Liturgy ſeems to have bee 

Len, muſt needs obſerve that the Form of Abſolution i in it; 

2 intended to declare the Perſon to whom it was 

Peace and Communion of the Church, or to reſtore 

$01 in on his Forſeiture of it. Abſolve te ab omnibus 2 
e Sacraments eccleſie te reſtituo. 


p.37. Marg. Note. Lou ſay, from Bp . Coſtns, that the. 


—— abroad have no AbGtuton nor Confeſ 
But this is certainly a Miſtake: Gerbard in his Common] 


e es: us, That in the German Reformed Churches, 4 þ 


| I _ Ganfoſfon of Sins before God is uſed to be ſaid every Lord's 


aud te be joined to the publick, Prayers of the Church, - | 
„P. 94. Marg. Note. Avis done in the Univerſities, and 


| thedral Churches z] by which Words you ſeem to intimate 


the Morning Service is theie always performed at Six a 


| in the Morning, and never towards high Noon-day + Wh 


.erery one acquainted with the Ulage of thoſe Places ver) 


uus that however Morning Service is ſaid in Cath 
Churches at Six or Seven a Clock in the Morning, thel 
is repeated at Ten of the Clock. 'T'hat this was not al 
ſo: we are aſſured by Dr. Hylw, who tells us, that before 
Great Rebellion, The Sundays and Holy: days were hond 


Mo ei two wars Maag in the u ae the one at 


— tor roy ale of the Miniftene who — toy 
de ſenſible who are obliged themſelves to 
ervice without any one to aſſiſt 2 
ne other hand, mu 1 that howevenſuch, 
order might well enough be yed with in / Cixies and 
ket Towns, Ec. where the — ok are; not ar fn 
urch: it would be impracticable in Country Pariſhes; 
never complied with by the Pariſhoners, to teſurt ( do h 
rch twice in the as | 8 to ſay thectrutl, 
>mpilers of our Liturg little —— been 
ainted with the Caſe of G | from ry Rails and the Cireum- 
es of thoſe Miniſters who officiate in chem, as wien be | 
n in many Inſtances. | 
-122.——Whic 5 ere occſiem co have this r-Þ 
ded here to our pu ick Interceſſions after the Refforation. 
ſeems not true; Mes this Prayer was in dur Oe 
es for Faſts, et. before the Reſtorxation. Age | 
pr Parliament, from whetice tlit in "our preſent 
with { ome Alteration, was firlt inſerted in 
Ode lick Service 1640. * A. Form of Common Proyer, to 
Ne e e 10 
Mar. Note. You lay thatin all Pariſh Churches" this 
15 the FoleChomunionJough E 
able? This ſeems to adm̃it of ſome doubt. Ihe Nu- 
Pente oblige the Minifters to read it chere only & che 
union Time. . Eo orders that the Communion Table” ſhall 


in the Body bf the Church or it the Chancel; and be 
'd withiwhi vt innen Cloth. Now by Chen LXJEXIT. 
lin that the” able is never {0 wo be placed nor toveree 
ben the Holy nion is to be adminiſtred, or at the 
1 of the N tation, From whence 1 uche That a 
F< ofthe Church of 'Zagland js not oblig d t read 
of en Service _— at the Om 
4 i de nion 
9 9 4 8 $ Suh ap mm wa, der a 
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doing ſo was rmable to The Rules ofa 
. oo ne ral c. p-33, ed. 3. 
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e, Prayer 27% 1 fn any the A of fn 
the tar; o far from it that? it is rather hinted 4 e 1 
Adi pot bo turn towards the Altar, but only » ſtand up. 
[thus the Rubrick before the reading of le and 
"el," orders, Then ſhall be read the Golpel the Peopl 
ang up) And the Goſpel ended ſhall be ſu 
Mid the Creed „ the People ſtill ſtanding, as 
Wow by this it is p People are to ffand at the f 
| * The ed as they did Aa uber the bel was read. But it i 
I think, preten ded that it is a G of turning towan 
; Altar 3 the Holy Goſpel is read: but this is indeed 
»znother Innovation and act of Super- conformity as the 
| "Glory be to thee, O Lora, bofive the reading of the Goſpel. 
| "bythe way, does this look as if our Liturgy was indee 
Fife of Beauty, when we are thus mending i it and m 
_ new Additions to _ 
he other Uſage, of bowing at the Name of Jr E s us, i 
* Tay. founded on that Scripture, Phil. 2, 9, &c. That 
"Naw of Jn vs every Knee (onid bow, — But can an 
| "think that by the Name of IE eus the Apoſtle here 
== n the Word JESUS? And yet ſo hem 
e men f thi of bowing, or as the( 
| "exprefles it, A bs Reverence when in time o 
Vine Service the Es Us ſhall be mentioned. It 
poreſay with the Great Mr. Mede, © As for bowing at the 
of asus, tis commanded dy eur Church. And fa 
| "© elf I hold it not unlawful to adore my Saviour upor 
ee given: 'Yet could I never believe it to b 
| © meaning of that Place of the Philippians ; nor that it « 
' * inferred thence, otherwiſe 711 by _ 'of - | general an 1 
* ©" definite conſequence.” Epi. 
F. 133. You tell us, That the Church d In it 
1 * Pulpit 8 to be not a Prayer, but a Di 
| * '* hortation tc the People. And is not this very much i 
| Charch's Honour that ſhe ſhould not know the differe 2 
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. /orr. But is this the Language of the & ma preſent 
ns? Neo, it is plain it is nor. The Title of the Canon 


ug to this Matter runs thus in Latin and Engliſh, Pre-, 
formula, a Concionatoribus in conc ionum ſuarum ingreſſ imi-, 
The Form of a Prayer to be uſed by all Preachers before 
WT Sermons. - Both Copies, you ſee, expreſly call it The form 
Prayer, not The Form of bidding. Prayers: Only the Latin, 
uin {ays, That the Form of a Prayer which follows is to 

tated by Preachers; the Engliſh enjoyns it to be. uſed. _ 
if any Compariſon be to be made betwixt the two Copies» - | 
zrence will, I preſume, be eaſily given to the Lats 
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Jame of our King; or to pray for His Royal Highneſs 
GE, Prince of Wales, the 2 and all the Royal 
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add, That the Poſture of the Miniſter in delivering it, 
is Sanding, ſhews it to be an Exhortation. But where 
Poſture directed? And if it was, how does this Poſture 

ore ſhew what the Miniſter then ſays to be an Exhor- 
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vriſterat the Communion Table, ſhews that what he ther. 
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